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I. TOURNAMENTS AND RULES
1. Following League Play, Section V will sponsor both a Team Tournament and an Individual Tournament. 

2. USTA rules will be followed with exceptions noted in the sections for Team and Individual Tournaments. 

3. Under ideal circumstances, the Team Tournament will precede and be completed before the Individual Tournament. 

4. Upon conclusion of the Individual Tournament, Section V will sponsor the Intersectional Qualifying Tournament. 

5. The top three singles players and top three doubles teams from that Tournament will be 
eligible for the Intersectional Tournament sponsored by the NYSPHSAA.

Inclement Weather Recommendation 

based on the Intercollegiate Tennis Association weather rule

enforced at the discretion of the home AD or Tournament Director
A postponement is warranted when the projected weather forecast for a three-hour time period from the start of the match, according to www.weather.com shall be:


- a high of less than 45 degrees, or sustained winds of 20 MPH or more
I  A. SECTION V POST-SEASON TEAM TOURNAMENT


Schedule


The tournament will begin the Monday or Tuesday (if Monday is Columbus Day) 3 weeks before the State Tournament Week and play will continue on consecutive days, with the finals scheduled for Thursday or Friday (if Monday that week is Columbus Day). 


The only reason for postponement is the weather. Any other reason must be approved by the Sectional Chairperson.


Number of Entrants

All schools in each classification will be eligible for participation in the Section V Team Tournament (AA, A, BB, B, CC, C). A school may decline entry into the tournament only through their Athletic Director, High School Principal, or Superintendent, and the withdrawal must be documented in written form to the Sectional Chairperson.


Once in the tournament, a team must play until elimination or championship. A team that defaults during the tournament will be subject to action by the Section V Executive Committee. 

Seeding

A seeding committee will be convened by the chairperson. Strength of schedule, league competition and record, non-league competition and record comparatively analyzed with other entrants in that classification will be the determinent factors in the seeding process.


Sites

First round, quarterfinal and semifinal matches will be played on the home courts of the higher seeded team. The finals will be played on a neutral site agreed upon by both teams. In all rounds, if opponents are more than 75 miles away from each other as indicated by the Section V mileage chart, the match will be played on a neutral site in between and agreeable to both teams. Furthermore, in the interests of conserving daylight and to insure that the match is completed on one day, it is suggested that any opponents located more than an hour away from each other should find a neutral site in between. The home team (higher seed) will provide the balls. In the final, the higher seed will be considered the home team and provide the balls. Match time will be 4:00 PM unless other arrangements have been made through communication between the two schools involved. The USTA default rule will be enforced.


Rules

USTA rules (Friend At Court) governing regular season match play will apply with the following clarifications.


1. All matches will be 2 out of 3 sets, no add scoring - 12 point tie-break at 6 all. 


2. In Classes AA and A, four singles and three doubles will comprise the team scoring.


    In Classes BB, B, CC & C, three singles and two doubles will comprise the team scoring.

3. The team line-up must be organized so that the strongest singles player in the line-up that day plays number 1 singles, with the second strongest player at #2 and so on. The first doubles team must be the strongest of the two or three doubles teams playing that day. 


Clarification



If a coach chooses to play the strongest player on the team in doubles, that is fine, 
but the strengths in the line-up must conform to rule 3.


4. Class AA & A - When fewer than 7 courts are available, the order of play must be third doubles, fourth singles, third singles, second doubles, second singles, first singles and last, first doubles.


    Class BB, B, CC & C - When fewer than 5 courts are available, the order of play must be third singles, second doubles, second singles, first singles and last, first doubles.


5. Upon the arrival of both teams at the site, the warm-up for the match will be10 minutes versus the opponent only. If both coaches agree, individual teams may stretch and run for no more than 5 minutes prior to the match warm-up.


6. In order to host a Team Sectional Match, a school must have a minimum of three courts at one site due to time restrictions. If three courts are not available, the higher seed has the option of arranging for a neutral site facility within the 75 mile radius of the opponent, or deferring the home court to the lower seed.


7. The Code of Conduct will be enforced by the coaches on the site.


8. During all competition, a school uniform must be worn. No name brand gear may be worn unless it is a part of the school issued uniform. The only exception may be a hat, visor or headband with a logo. Doubles teams must wear matching uniforms during sectional competition. 


9. No jewelry of any kind may be worn during competition.

“No jewelry, which includes visible body piercing objects, shall be worn in any sport. Any piece of jewelry that is visible at the start of or during a contest is in violation of the NYSPHSAA Jewelry Rule. Religious medals must be taped to the body and under the uniform. Medical medals must be taped to the body so they are visible. Soft, pliable barrettes are permissible, body gems are not. Barrettes are permissible in Girls Gymnastics only. NOTE: The sports of Bowling and Golf are exempt from this rule.”


10. Coaches may coach on the changeovers (including after the first game of a set) or between sets for 90 seconds only while the players remain on the court. In a spilt set situation, players are entitled to a ten-minute break during which they may leave the court and coaches may give instruction. Under no circumstances are parents, club pros, other team members or any interested parties other than the school-designated coaches allowed to coach at any time during the match. 
The result of this offense will be an immediate default for the point in question.

11. The winning team is responsible for reporting the results to the Democrat & Chronicle, your local newspaper and the tournament director.


12. Any team or league choosing not to participate in this team tournament should notify the tournament director immediately.

===============================================================
I B. SECTION V POST SEASON INDIVIDUAL TOURNAMENT


Schedule

The Section V Individual Tournament will begin play on the Monday 2 weeks before the State Tournament Week and culminate with the semi-finals the following Friday, finals and second-round playback matches the following Saturday.


In Class AA & A, all team coaches should submit entries to your tournament directors by phone or fax no later than one week before the tournament begins. 


In Class B, all league chairmen should submit entries to your tournament directors by phone or fax immediately upon conclusion of your league qualifying tournament.

Any entries received later than one week before the tournament begins cannot be guaranteed seeding positions or entry into the tournament.


In Class C, All league chairmen should submit entries to your tournament director by phone or fax no later than the last Monday in September. Any entries received after that time cannot be guaranteed seeding positions or entry into the tournament.


Number of Entrants

In Classes AA & A, teams are eligible to send two singles players and two doubles teams. Consideration may be given for an exceptional entry (over and above the 2 singles and 2 doubles) if a player or doubles team has proven worthy of seeding consideration through regular season competition. 

No more than 3 entries from any one school will be accepted for either draw.


In Classes B & C, Regional Qualifying Tournaments will determine the 16 entires for each singles and doubles draw. Each participating school may enter 2 singles players and 2 doubles teams in the Regional Qualifying Tournament.

Specifics:
In Class B:
- the 9 Finger Lakes League schools will qualify for 7 positions in the Class B Tournament. Should a Wayne County League school have enrollment based on ADA to move that school to Class B, that school would also participate in that tournament at the Finger Lakes League site.



- the 6 Rochester City and 2 Private/Parochial League schools will qualify 



together for 5 entries at a site rotation to be determined.

· the 2 Monroe County and 2 Steuben County league schools will qualify together for 4 entries at a site rotation to be determined (suggestion: Cohocton).

In Class C:
- the 7 Steuben County and the 4 Alleghany League schools will qualify together for 7 entries at the Steuben County site.

- the 6 Wayne County and the 1 Monroe County League schools will qualify together for 5 entries at the Wayne County League site.

- the 3 Finger Lakes and the 2 Private/Parochial League schools will qualify together for 4 entries at a site rotation to be determined.


Sites

Championship round matches through the quarterfinals, and the first playback round will be played outside at sites to be determined by the Tournament Committee. Semi-final, final and second round playback matches will be played indoors.


Rules
USTA rules (Friend At Court) governing regular season play will apply with the following clarifications.


1. All seeding and draws will be completed by committees chosen by the tournament directors prior to the play dates. While choosing seeds; league play, ETA tournaments, Grand Prix events and post-season play for the previous two years will be considered. Documentation of a player’s record will be the determinant factor in the seeding process.


2. Any coach or league that will not be sending representatives to the post-season individual tournament should notify the tournament director immediately.


3. All matches will be 2 out of 3 sets, no add scoring - 12 point tie-break at 6 all, including playback matches. 


Exception: Any Classification playing a one day tournament will play a 10 game pro-set to the quarterfinals with a 12 point tie-break at 10 all.

All Classifications will use a 10 minute warm-up.


Clarification to rule 3: In the event of rain-outs, modifications to the scoring system may take place at the discretion of the Tournament Committee.

4. USTA rules and the Code of Conduct will be enforced by the coaches and roving 
umpires on the site.


5. Coaches may coach on the changeovers (including after the first game of a set) or between sets for 90 seconds only while the players remain on the court. In a spilt set situation, players are entitled to a ten-minute break during which they may leave the court and coaches may give instruction. Under no circumstances are parents, 
club pros, other team members or any interested parties other than the school-designated coaches allowed to coach at any time during the match. 
The result of this offense will be an immediate default from the tournament.


 6.  During all competition, a school uniform must be worn. No name brand gear may be worn unless it is a part of the school issued uniform. The only exception may be a hat, visor or headband with a logo. Doubles teams must wear matching uniforms during sectional competition. Violation of this rule is a default. 

No jewelry of any kind may be worn during competition.

“No jewelry, which includes visible body piercing objects, shall be worn in any sport. Any piece of jewelry that is visible at the start of or during a contest is in violation of the NYSPHSAA Jewelry Rule. Religious medals must be taped to the body and under the uniform. Medical medals must be taped to the body so they are visible. Soft, pliable barrettes are permissible, body gems are not. Barrettes are permissible in Girls Gymnastics only. NOTE: The sports of Bowling and Golf are exempt from this rule. Tape over earrings is a violation of the rule.”


7. Each entry must bring a new, unopened can of USTA approved tennis balls to the match. Winners keep the unopened can. A coach or player may borrow balls from another coach or player.



a) In a three set match, players will have the option of opening a new can. If either player requests the new can, it will be used. The winner then must furnish another new, unopened can of tennis balls for the next match.



b) In case of suspension due to darkness or a rain delay, new balls must be supplied by each team when play resumes. 



c) Playback participants must supply a new can of balls for their playback matches.


8. Players from the same team will be placed in different quarters of the draw, so they cannot meet until double elimination has begun.


9. Double elimination rules:



a) Once a player enters the quarterfinal round of the championship draw, eligibility for the Intersectional Qualifying Tournament becomes a double elimination process. The quarterfinal loser is no longer eligible for a Sectional Championship, but is still eligible to participate in the Intersectional Qualifying Tournament if that player or doubles team is successful in winning their next two matches. 



b) In the first playback round, the two quarterfinal losers from the same bracket play each other. The winners advance, the losers are eliminated from further competition. 



c) In the second playback round, the first-round playback winner plays the championship draw semi-final loser from the opposite bracket. The winners of the second round playback matches are awarded entry into the Intersectional Qualifying Tournament.


10. The USTA default rules will apply. 



5 minutes - loss of toss and 1 game



5 - 10 minutes - loss of toss and 2 games



10 - 15 minutes - loss of toss and 3 games



15 minutes or more – default


The Sectional Tournament Director is the time keeper. In reporting, the Tournament Director must be aware of players presence at the match site. When the match is called, the players involved should meet outside the court and see the site director to receive their court assignment. Players will not be defaulted for missing a meeting. Players will be assessed time penalties for delaying play after the match has been called and the opponents are ready to play at the match site unless circumstances beyond their control create such delay as determined by committee members present. In that case, every effort must be made to contact the Tournament Director.


11. Minimum time allowed between matches



- through quarterfinals and first round playbacks - 20 minutes



- semi-finals and second round playbacks - 30 minutes


12. Once a player is entered in the Individual Sectional Tournament, they must play until eliminated from Intersectional Tournament consideration, and may not default for any reason other than Doctor’s documented injury or illness. A Player who defaults for any other reason during the tournament will be subject to sanctions imposed by the Section V Executive Committee.


13. Once tournament play has moved inside, no player may warm-up on the tournament site courts prior to warm-up with their opponent the day of the tournament, whether or not that player is a member of that club (default). A previously scheduled and paid package or seies of group lessons is the only exception to this rule.
===============================================================
I C. INTERSECTIONAL QUALIFYING TOURNAMENT

Schedule

This tournament will follow the Individual Sectional Tournament, ideally the weekend before the NYSPHSAA Intersectional Tournament, dependent on indoor court availability.


Number of Entrants

Four singles players and four doubles teams from each classification will comprise the entries for this tournament.


Qualifying

The two finalists from the championship draw and the two winners of the playback bracket matches in both singles and doubles will qualify for this tournament in all classifications.


Sites


This tournament will be an indoor event. 


Rules


1. The seeding meeting will be held immediately upon the conclusion of the Individual Sectional Tournaments. The seeding committee will be chaired by the Sectional Chairperson and consist of coaches who have players qualifying for this tournament. While choosing seeds; the Section V Individual Sectional Tournament, league play, ETA tournaments, Grand Prix events and post-season play for the previous two years will be considered. Documentation of a player’s record will be the determinant factor in the seeding process. 

 

a) in the draw, seeded finalists from the Sectional Tournament will be placed so they 
cannot meet until the finals of the Intersectional Qualifying Tournament.



b) every effort will be made to give finalists from each class a more preferable draw than the playback qualifiers from that classification.


2. All USTA and Individual Sectional Tournament rules apply including those on coaching.


3.  During all competition, a school uniform must be worn. No name brand gear may be worn unless it is a part of the school issued uniform. The only exception may be a hat, visor or headband with a logo. Doubles teams must wear matching uniforms during sectional competition. Violation of this rule is a default.
No jewelry of any kind may be worn during competition.

“No jewelry, which includes visible body piercing objects, shall be worn in any sport. Any piece of jewelry that is visible at the start of or during a contest is in violation of the NYSPHSAA Jewelry Rule. Religious medals must be taped to the body and under the uniform. Medical medals must be taped to the body so they are visible. Soft, pliable barrettes are permissible, body gems are not. Barrettes are permissible in Girls Gymnastics only. NOTE: The sports of Bowling and Golf are exempt from this rule. Tape over earrings is a violation of the rule.”


4. All matches will be 2 out of 3 sets, no add scoring - 12 point tie-break at 6 all.


5. Each entry must bring a new, unopened can of tennis balls to the match. Winners keep 
the new, unopened can. Playback participants must provide a new can of tennis balls for the match.



6. In the Intersectional Qualifying Tournament, once a player has reached the semi-final round, the tournament becomes a double elimination event. 



The losers of the semi-final matches will play for entry into the Intersectional Tournament. The winners of the semi-final matches gain entry into the Intersectional Tournament.


7. The USTA default rule will apply (see P. 6 - rule 10)


8. Minimum time allowed between matches - 15 minutes.


9. Once tournament play has moved inside, no player may warm-up on the tournament site courts prior to warm-up with their opponent the day of the tournament, whether or not that player is a member of that club (default). A previously scheduled and paid package or seies of group lessons is the only exception to this rule.

===============================================================
II. EXPECTATIONS OF OFFICIALS

Players

The most important officials are the players. That is what sets tennis apart from most other high school, competitive sports. Players in Sectional Competition are the best of the varsity players representing their communities.  Being the best includes all phases of the game - maturity, sportsmanship, sense of fair play, strokes, conditioning, etc. The players are expected to know the rules well enough to enforce them. Giving an opponent the benefit of doubt on any questionable interpretation (line calls, rules, Code of Conduct) fosters the development of personal integrity and character and is required of all participants. 


Coaches


As coaches, nurturing the expectation of sportsmanship excellence in each of our players is an obligation. The coach’s primary roles as official are enforcing the Code of Conduct (the only time a coach may intercede without warning), and mediating a disagreement (loss of score, line call), although the resolution of these disputes must be agreed upon by the players with coaches as non-judgmental mediators. The player must initiate the inquiry and show knowledge of the rule in question before the coach may clarify the rule. Improper coaching of the rulebook during a match is a Code of Conduct violation and the player affected should be assessed the point penalty system in the USTA Rulebook (Friend At Court). 


Only when a player has requested a line judge, and all other possibilities have been exhausted, should a coach intercede and become the umpire during a match.


USTA Umpires

For the indoor rounds of Sectional and Intersectional competition, USTA roving officials will be employed. As the officials on the scene, they will be responsible for timing warm-ups, changeovers and time between points. They will call foot-faults without warning, over-rule line calls and, as a final resort, call the lines in a match when the rules of sportsmanship have been ignored by at least one of the competitors. They are also expected to enforce the Code of Conduct and perform all the duties of roving officials as outlined in the Friend At Court to ensure a level playing field for all players.

The Tournament Director


1. Any coach, upon witnessing a rules infraction may bring that to the attention of a Section V Tennis Committee member. The Committee members assembled at that event will convene and determine if a rules violation has, in fact, occurred.


2. Upon determination that an infraction has occurred, the Tournament Director, acting as the Tournament Referee (as defined in the Friend At Court) will make the determination based on the Friend At Court. If it is one of the Section V rules as clarified in the Section V Girls Tennis Handbook, the Tournament Director will consult with all present Section V Tennis Committee members and decide the issue



1) through consensus,



2) by straight vote,



3) or, in the case of a tie, cast the deciding vote.


3. Any penalties, including defaults, specific to Section V Tennis (not listed in the Friend At Court) will have been previously discussed, voted upon, adopted by the Section V Tennis Committee, and listed in the Handbook. A copy of the Section V Girls Tennis Handbook and Sectional Tournament Information will be distributed to each league coordinator and disseminated to the league coaches who will give a copy to their Athletic Director before Sectional play begins.


If any coach believes that their player has been unjustly punished, the coach may file a protest following the procedure listed in the Section V Girls Tennis Handbook, Page 9.

===============================================================

III. PROTEST PROCEDURE

Procedure

1. The protesting coach will inform the opposing coach or Tournament Director before they leave the site that a protest will be filed. 


2. Both coaches will fax their interpretations of the incident in question to the Sectional Coordinator, the Executive Director and the Section V Sports Liason within 24 hours. 


3. The Sectional Coordinator will rule on the protest within 48 hours following receipt of all pertinent information.


4. Following the decision of the Sectional Coordinator, either party may appeal the decision to the Section V Executive Committee by faxing a copy of the appeal to the Executive Director within 24 hours.


5. The Executive Committee will rule on the appeal at the next scheduled meeting.

Eligible for Protest


1. Line-up



2. Issues of Tennis Law (as defined in Friend At Court)



3. Non-enforced Code of Conduct violations


Not eligible for Protest


1. Rules of Tennis (as defined in Friend At Court)



2. Points played in good faith



3. Enforced Code of Conduct violations
===============================================================

IV. STANDARDIZATION OF LEAGUE PLAY THROUGHOUT SECTION V

Because the Sectional Tournaments culminate the season and are the single, largest Area-wide tournaments sponsored for high school athletes, it is strongly suggested that the sectional rules be the benchmark for all league rules. A league may choose to involve more players when the population supports it. Other leagues may choose to play pro sets due to limited court availability, fading daylight, or both. The issue here is common sense. Use the Sectional Rules as a guideline, but do what is best for your league’s specific situation.

Sectional Rules

USTA rules governing regular season match play will apply with the following clarifications.


1. Three singles and two doubles teams comprise the five points played.


Note: Beginning with the 2003 season, the Athletic Directors in the Monroe County League have chosen to play a seven point format, four singles and three doubles.


2. 2 out of 3 sets, no add scoring, 12 point tie-break at 6 all.


3. ten-minute, on-court warm-up with your opponent


4. new, unopened can of USTA approved tennis balls for each match provided by the home team.

5. The team line-up must be organized so that the strongest singles player in the line-up that day plays number 1 singles, with the second strongest player at #2 and so on. The first doubles team must be the strongest of the two or three doubles teams playing that day. 


Clarification



If a coach chooses to play the strongest player on the team in doubles, that is fine, 
but the strengths in the line-up must conform to rule 3 (page 3).


6. In a 7 point match - When fewer than 7 courts are available, the order of play must be third doubles, fourth singles, third singles, second doubles, second singles, first singles and last, first doubles.


    In a 5 point match - When fewer than 5 courts are available, the order of play must be third singles, second doubles, second singles, first singles and last, first doubles.


7. During all competition, a school uniform must be worn. No name brand gear may be worn unless it is a part of the school issued uniform. The only exception may be a hat, visor or headband with a logo. Doubles teams must wear matching uniforms during sectional competition. Violation of this rule is a default.
 No jewelry of any kind may be worn during competition.

“No jewelry, which includes visible body piercing objects, shall be worn in any sport. Any piece of jewelry that is visible at the start of or during a contest is in violation of the NYSPHSAA Jewelry Rule. Religious medals must be taped to the body and under the uniform. Medical medals must be taped to the body so they are visible. Soft, pliable barrettes are permissible, body gems are not. Barrettes are permissible in Girls Gymnastics only. NOTE: The sports of Bowling and Golf are exempt from this rule. Tape over earrings is a violation of the rule.”


8. expectations of sportsmanship and maturity, enforced by the Code of Conduct.


9. Coaches may coach on the changeovers (including after the first game of a set) or between sets for 90 seconds only while the players remain on the court. In a spilt set situation, players are entitled to a ten-minute break during which they may leave the court and coaches may give instruction. 


In sectional play, parents, club pros, other team members or any interested parties other than the school-designated coaches are not allowed to coach at any time during the match. The result of this offense during sectional play is an immediate default for 
the point in question.


10. The Sectional Committee strongly urges that all matches be played to their natural conclusion or as close to it as the weather and darkness will allow.

===============================================================
